“A Homegr own Revolutionary’
Kil Il monger tbeTlLeraacwynof t h
Pant her Party

PHI LLI' P LAMARR CUNNI NGHAM

Il n a 1994 MTV News interview, Tupac Shakur
being denied foodhwhi lae ploungrey,r eqaiteistg f or

angry demand i f hunger goes unsatiated. He
[ for soci al change] ten years ago. We was
who were askin’ are eidhyou dtelaidnlorwe 'nr ¢ ag dn

Ask?” (" TulpnacHiSsh akkwunr Wor ds”). Tupac’s rheto
given the continuance @i veysRemhtsopgppnesat:i
revol t.

Kara Keeling states theatarTupac e” rogdsias tlst ol
bl ack revolution [espoused by his, mother a
but in so doing, he posits the Black Pant he
wel d” (62). Nonet hel ess, Kepdti enrgc yb ed fi elvies
i nheritangstey!|l ePawdrhreiror bl ack masculinity?”
bet ween Tupac’s Black Panther birthrights
the hall mark of his relatively short |[|ife.

Tupac pBolratcekndPsaaiiB8egami st Eri k Kill monger
Jordan) who, l i ke Tupac, is a “homegrown r

Pant her Party’s | egacy. On his ®8éaic&i on to
Pantdhierrect or and writer (owigtirerJde nRelde rTtup @c

Oakl and and the Black Panthers’ |l egacy: “ W
[ Shakur] to a Marvel movie.. [ T]he *“Pac tha
Bay Area.. And that’s where you shewr these o
Party]” (Travis).—d40keofTfupas] aKnhnl Wmkagdan

woulbe revotsudugmtartyo rectify the disconne
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birthright and his wupbringing.

As such, this wessay interrewi@aies the |
Tupaacnd the Bl ack Panther Party. This essa\
Eri k Kill monger that highlights his comic
background avaddp ercopnautBaeatc K nPaan dhear gues
why a -liTwe@aportrayal iI's apropos. The wessay
Pant her s, examining how he negotiated with
ways in which Kill mongRlracekv okaeTsh adTeugpsascdys e
concludes by ar giikneg Fshpaate eksi lalsmoanng eerf f ect i \
by which to consider the Party’s | egacy.
Eri k Kill monger: From Page to Screen

| Bl ack RaBt HE&000), -—Ehravki nkg lu smornpgeedr t he r ol
Pant her from t he—Dbfroirenielry kailnlg eTs’ Gwiatlhl aa he Av

Wakanda f rbeem uveaulpcer Re v e rheanjdj MN cchheabeel. | Tbhne
Avenger s’ i neffectervenehse aeamest sKkil1mMBeagon
Pant her] was just -=at etwmpitde cryWwhtla@ ddo f lachd a
and Am¢woi b a hero in both! But, frankly,

of such gutless people” ( “eMosr’e .o fT hti hsa ts cBunse
embl ematic of Kill monger’'s dilemma: he is
bet ween the nation of his birth and the | a
Kill monger fJurmdgl| e#pdpoetalr@eerdd)i,n i n which he

he tihse mastermind behind sever al destruct
Wakanda. I n his first confrontation with

t hrows Bl ack Panther into the Pramgihreg 6War r i ¢
Rage ParAsolvher ss efcrom his injuries, T’”Challa
t hat Eri k Kill monger +dumMNi dg@dhks,adhi Wdkaaod

been captured and ensl av-edebiyndl ypeisc K3 taw
murdered N’ Jadaka’'al eatsrfeatflaeni | i mgdT TCIiCé k
Don @eanaher 6s) RageaPhett&@ return to Wakanda

i n the United States, N’ Jadaka manages to
earns several advancedridk gkielelsmamgle ra.d’o pAfst &
Bl ack Panther team with the Avengers, Kill:
back to Wakanda, where he sets up a rebel

Kill monger seeks revenge against t he Waka
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responsi ble for his f amiPlayntsh emmudrsd)eRra g(eMcPGrr et
After their i ni+a abbr iblaltitd ret, tKa d tl+rmoinagre rand
orchestrates another series of attacks agal
hi mhanemand combat . —+howeawevri,voKamtfu one of t

Kill monge+i nitestveryesd by pushing Killmonger
deat h.

Kill monger eventwually is resurrected and,
det hroni ngWhi Clealelagah confrontation varies
commonality is that Kill monger often wuses
Panther in his quest for tBhiecWakkaAmdarrert hr o
(2000) , Kill mongieme at h @ mi(vd ksart dbarunmdemrary chy |
the nation’s econom¥i ( P mioag)e.r 0l€h Riasgteeorp hyee a1
Kil | mesngpepr!l i ed wi th -Aoeerntclamowse atploens nei gh

country of Ni ganda and convhewesehhky Ni ga
returned from advent urwiarsg meirted yt lae “H amptdagt
United States” seeking to exbBbamnkd ttch eAfWaikaa,o
Part. 2

Though Kill monger is one of BliaakKk | ant her
has been portrayed by various writers as a
towards Wakanda and the Western world. Unl:i
does not seek world dominance; i nstead, he
Wa&d&ndan monarchy and pushing the globetrot:
i nfl uence. That sai d, Kill monger is a trad
willing to go to extreme measures to achie
Mi chael B. Jor da&n’'Ksi | ddBrbtargakyr a”rhia hanfh el rn s

some fidelity to the comics though there
Kil | mewmhgceesr e birth name i s N’ Jadaka but w t
Stevéessthe American born son of Wakbamdan pr
and an i mprisoned Ameriaamewbmanof| Wakaaaa
Wa r Dog espionage unit —emersdtaiimg icnovheirst | Qa
apartment by his brother, the previous Wak
(At andwa eKanTli’)Cha&fat confronts him about W C
Ulysses Klaue (Andy Serkis) to steal vibra
policies, N’ Jobu had plans to share vibra
people of African oepocerstsiwanr | dwi de to fig
Despite being orphaned in America, Kill mo
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advanced military training; i ndeed, Cl A a
reveals Kill monger acquired his name becau
bl ack agpent. He event wdvhk gnda’asms mons tt h waKn te
criminal after bombing villagethefane steal
murdering him and bringing his body to Wak
Kill monger i S peremcehedy tor avhimdd emg€hal |l a
Boseman) to ritual combat for the throne a
he defeats T’'Challa and casts his body in

threatens to create a Wakdanadnadn ke nhplierde bbyu tB I
Pant her.

Coogler’”s incorlpiokeatdlar aodt ear Tiuspaconsi st e
moderni zation of characteos-1amb@®g.l yBlcaeclkat e
Panthée first BfBrckkt sappethheediS@2aP 6 61

and was created by Jack Kirby to fildl a
Representati oBalackRolRiemi es8r asaicte®r di ng to BI
Bel I, “l argely ignored the specific hardsh

who wewgglsing for the basic rights to exprt
needs without bei“ndaklamataenmnar thiel IDerde’am( o

Homel)andEarly attempts at involving Bl ack
African Amesuckhnas&PageM' s “Panther vs. Th

Jungl ei Actwihore,h Bl ack Panther $fegtdéd agai n:
abruptly. Jwunegleq , Aiateifvaenl e br i ef |l y had change
name to “Black Leopard” tBd aawoiPdanarhy rc dPrarme
(Narcisse). HoweBkeack| Rageheanonlt umbds edf away
engaging with issues such as American raci
scripted by Black writers Chr iNsethopshier Pri
C otae s .

As did the aforemeBtaoke®antChegher exipl io:
i ssues of Bl ack identity. I n an intervi e\
emphasi zes the dichotomy between the col oni
The abive+oy tloacgo $ hexempl ary of this dicho
i's unsurprising that Coogler noted that he
he scBligpckedRahteh®©bama, T’  Challa is a relati
of stat ei tchh anagtgidntgw b eth#edesn hinc!| ghati ons a
i sol ationist beliefs oKfi |Himeo ngeeaplse.abCddglye
a wedge between T’ Challa and his disaffect e
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Kal uuya) over T’'rGhnag |IKal'asu & ntadb ijluisttyi cteo abs r e
criticism Obama might have received had anc
bin Laden (Travis).

To the degree that Obdma iTs Caml d faf a cst itvhee

whiTupac i1s for Kill monger HoAd eMi dHaeérlouE Hiea
Me: Searching,Tapadupacp8hbhkps the represei
generation. I n his haunting voice can be |
desper atree shso pteHaets smar k the -bapecupbpeur emeher
eagerly embraced, as wel |l as the Ilives of
adored him” (13). Further mor e, Dyson cont e
revolutionary ambioni 6n ban dt—aonounggh fpeat hh eDyss o n
argues is a result of his wupbringing by for
(64). This samestensebh manEfi k Kill monger
“Power to the People”: Examining the
A manedairo dark paramilitary gear appears i
and to call for justice. This scenari o cou
encounter with T’ Challa and Wakandan tri bal
or BlmtctkkerPaParty Mi ni sftoewn doefr [MHeufeeyn sRe. aNnedw t
reciting | aw protecting the right to bear
staged an armed protest at the California

The Pamwthlmermsad f onmomde ch saaefapwared at t he Caj
seeking justice for the pelaitade cloinlsltirrug ta fon
wor ker whom the police accused of burgl ari
Though the coroner’s haewyeordi esdi gwietsh eldi D ohweerl
i n submi ssvhdnt,e grur gl Ilrul ed hi s deat h as
(Wasserman). Moreover, the Panthers sought
banning open carry brought fortfbrodyte€alif
curtail t he Panther’s police patrols (Morg
t hgovernor Ronald Reagan; however, the pro
t he Panthers’ efforts and spurred their re:

Hi stori an ratnlderf oRPanelr ARlakebul an posits the
Panthers: 1966 to 1971, 1971 to 1974 and 1¢
was spent advocating for Black political a
enact ment of poflulcli esmpglammygmerrgt ,f rlborusi ng, a
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exemption from military service-33q)d. prison
This first year also featured the Party’s
particularly throughnigt ®f mamimsr sa'n dp wkdlviocc ah
def ense. I n this regard, the Panthers saw
whosedefednfse agenda was coupled with posit
human ri Rbmani 83ue (

The Pant her s’ ¢ ha&rPtoiionu | aRn @qr aarf the or
demands andadbelaitefss Mal col m X' s influence.
the Program existed, the first Whe draft ec
Bl ack mRPawtshpamper (Figure 1). Aanmy FRdiumgto Ong
Program to the “What We Want, What We Bel i
Nation of l slam s Afkebubanpabguestibas

Program was not a particularly revolutio
i nheretmtddgi ctomry notion of demanding gover:
of a gun (Al kebul an 15) . However, the Pant
of the infl armmuitolr yi mdlewudead ccall s for dir
pol—acfet er Huey PesNewt dmrwad |l agedly murder

pol i ce of ficer during a traffic stop. N ¢
mansl aughter and i mprisoned unti.l 1970.
Newton’s 1970 release from prison coinci
t hat embr acedy “nragvioolnuatliiosnma and i ntercommu
i dentificatolboniwdltihstanmdvements abroad ( Rh

organi zation’s first era, the Black Panther
white | eftist groups Psauretiyh aa sn d rmien ®Pteeadc eP amtdh
i nformation minister Eldridge Cleaver as i

change in perspective, spearheaded by Newt
Pant hers dissatisfied withfibantParitfyts dir
Newt on’s embrace of socialism and Cleaver

Al kebul an conceives as the Panther'’'s secon
political p-bwandePaBbbeéey Seal e’ s Oakl and m:

Party liemaed&rr oBMnd s Oakl and city council cam
era. I ndeed, the Party poured a great deal
campaigns, neither of whi edt o walse ds uwictels s f
Newton’'s exil éeéngoa€Cuobaedfbér mbleeddad i ng a se€
further di sruption (Al kebul an xv). Di ssen:

during a power struggle between Newton and
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from Br own, which resul terd. i n her

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black and oppressed communities.

We believe that Black and oppressed people will not be free until we are able to determine our destinies in our own communities
ourselves, by [ully controlling all the institutions which exist in our communities.
2. We want full employment for our people.

We believe that the federal government is responsible and obligated to give every person employment or a guaranieed income. We
belicve that if the American businessmen will not give full ecmployment, then the technology and means of production should be taken
from the businessmen and placed in the community so that the people of the community can organize and employ all of its people and
give a high standard of living.

3. We want an end to the robbery by the capitalist of our Black and oppressed communities.

We believe that this racist government has robbed us and now we are demanding the overdue debt of forty acres and two mules. Forty
acres and two mules were promised 100 years ago as restitution for slave labor and mass murder of Black people. We will accept the
payment in currency which will be distributed to our many communitics. The American racist has taken part in the slaughter of over fifty
million Black people. Therefore, we feel this is a modest demand that we make.

4. We want decent housing, fit for the shelter of human beings.

We believe that if the landlords will not give decent housing to our Black and oppressed communities, then the housing and the land
should be made into cooperatives so that the people in our communities, with government aid, can build and make decent housing and
the land should be made into cooperatives so that the people in our communities, with government aid, can build and make dece nt housing
for the people.

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American society. We want
education that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day society.

We belicve in an educational system that will give to our people a knowledge of sclf. If you do not have knowledge of yourself and
your position in the society and the world, then you will have little chance to know anything else.

6. We want completely free health care for all Black and oppressed people.

We believe that the government must provide, free of charge, for the people, health facilities which will not only treat our illnesses,
most of which have come about as a result of our oppression, but which will also develop preventative medical programs to guarantee our
future survival. We belicve that mass health education and rescarch programs must be developed to give all Black and oppressed people
access (o advanced scientific and medical information, so we may provide ourselves with proper medical attention and care.

7. We want an immediate end to police brutality and murder of Black people, other people of color, all oppressed
people inside the United States.

We believe that the racist and fascist government of the United States uses its domestic enforcement agencies (o carry out its program
ol oppression against Black people, other people of color and poor people inside the United States. We believe it is our right, therefore,
to defend oursclves against such armed forces, and that all Black and oppressed people should be armed for sclf-defense of our homes
and communitics against thesc fascist police forces.

8. We want an immediate end to all wars of aggression.

We believe that the various conflicts which exist around the world stem directly from the aggressive desires of the U.S. ruling circle
and government to force its domination upon the oppressed people of the world. We believe that if the U.S. government or its lackeys do
not cease these aggressive wars that it is the right of the people to defend themselves by any means necessary against their aggressors.

9. We want freedom for all Black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. federal, state, county, city and military
prisons and jails. We want trials by a jury of peers for all persons charged with so-called crimes under the laws of this
country.

We believe that the many Black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. prisons and jails have not received fair and impartial
trials under a racist and fascist judicial system and should be free from incarceration. We belicve in the ultimate climination of all
wretched, inhuman penal institutions, because the masses of men and women imprisoncd inside the United States or by the U.S. military
are the victims of oppressive conditions which are the real cause of their imprisonment. We believe that when persons are brought to trial
that they must be guaranteed, by the United States, juries of their peers, attorneys of their choice and freedom from imprisonment while
awaiting trials.

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice, peace and people's community control of modern
technology.

When in the course of human cvents, it becomes necessary for onc people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them
with another, and to assume, among the powers of the carth, the scparate and cqual station to which the laws of naturc and naturc’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
rights: that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed: that. whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence. indeed. will dictate
that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes: and, accordingly, all experience hath shown that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design (o reduce them under
absolute despotisin, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards [or their future security.

FiguBleack Pamé¢ehePoiPafty®P7Tdygram

eavi

ng
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(“Hi story of the Black Panthers: Bl ack Par

El aine Brown’'s | eadership tenure and sub
Pant her s’ paradoxi cal views on the role of
men in the Party saw women as irrelevant a
the organi zoaft i tomeibrecalulsieances with white |
Ongi ri indicates that <collective memory i :
Pant her s, as most Americans recall t he 1 ma
Cl eavs®mu’'ls-ewi tlhcei t s pel aismsanofacrta of “Iinsurr
However, Ant wani sha ACamtereamrhybsthtad e me &R g U e ¢

believe, the Black Panther Pa#thy ngioaged t
organi zations of the 20th ceindearratiionn roefl a:

oppressed groups, especially where gender
Tupac would inherit many of these persp
worl dview that differentiated from his for.e
eerilipwisemnt of Huey P. Newton’'s final yea
erratic behavior upon return from Cuba as
Aside from his earning a doctor al degr ee,
with drugiasdeal behole being murdered in 1
a member of the rival Bl ack Guerrilla Fami

Tupac and the Code of Thug Life

Shortly before the dRduitt(hledfd 5t) h e Phdrl ayrdaotri Red
rel ePausrepd Ya -HophspiHi @d by t.h el hBl accokmpH a natt hi eor
al bum features tracks by politically engag
of Public-GBneemyandKRISupac Shakur. On an ot hce
often uplifting albumUpTuptarcusesk “dhraw Noue

the title track performed by fellow West

rallying cry against police abuse, “Throw
at Tupac’s enemies. Thoughsthe sehnhgle debpe
with fisticuffs instead of weapons, t he v
mi sogynistic references to women as “bitche
references (2Pac). The track wa'ss aGoftar <cry
a Baby,” the tragieent anod hefr ,amratlhse diopgri & a
Head Up.” I ndeed, “Throw Your Hands Up” wa:

performer with actual Pant her bonafi des.
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Whil e perhaps irmaepmtedf“@ldhlrampP armturerHands U
certainly was fitting for Pampaiwwadsti smired
rel eased i n Mawhcoh flion9a5l,| yTuhpaadc r ecovered fr
times during a st udi-ewaasmbnuesrhe aw e eekws nroenm chvse 0©

being sentenced to 18 months in prison for
a brief Jail s eMretnarcee | fl A BSDAF ed@@lttoirn gAl | en
Hughes after being dropped for a role in t

wi t h Huwphes,had +btleough amn giefdocro navsi scat uel dt aft e
shootindut woAwbmliedantpao!l i ce officers.

Tupac’s violent end seems | i ke the inevit
Grimes reminds us, had “eapenrni grouendy <thatl a
because of the continued FBI surveillance

Pant her Afeni Shakur (335). Afeni Shakur w;
she was an active member of the New Yor k ch
being accused of plotting to bomb New York
(Hal |l ). Tupac’ s famili al connections to th
i ncluded his stepfather Mutulu Shakur and
| eaderL osf Atnlyeel es branch who served nearly
being wrongly convicted for murder. Dyson |
over Tupac's head as both promise and judg
was used tpooleixtpilcaailn ntahteur e of hi s musi c whi
used as a rationale for his violent undoi nc¢
from his Black Panther | egacy; indeed, i n
ownership ast hef aeddimingel i ke “a Bl ack Panth
(Rhodes 46) .

That sai d, Tupac’s embrace of the Panthe
without critique. Karin L. Stanford dr aws
| eanings that sreosmninttedi énomohthe New Afri
Movement to which his stepfather Mut ul u St
shared many of the Panthers’ views though,
i nsular and sought -dtoataem E(@®}d. @dStsanfeared gar u
that one can see aspects of the New Afri ks

politics and through his relationship with
t he New Afri kan People’s Orgaménrtadi oaand NAP(
business manager (6). Furthermore, Tupac h

whom he felt abandoned hi s mot her and | ef
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|l ongsuffering for the Party (Dyson 53).

One aspect of the Palnd hseacsr o sernatefwad htalte
for justice and reform of the criminal j ust
and harassment can be heard on each of his
“Trapped” from2Phaicsal fyiprskeq 9N@évb smng not onl

admoni shes the police for their actions b
rhetoric, proposes the solution is firing
“Trapped” exemplify Tupac’'s belief that vyo
theri minal justice system whose onl vy rec

counteracting it (Vaught 91).

Tupac’s CodéFofuTwhgrbi tensi sts of 26 edi
|l ived the “thug |life,” owed a great deal t
Vaught haila tkeni €oda@apasopriating and reart
wer e out nsoudietde dort a Ibléd ema mteamrertast iodnt ( Vaugl
The Code sets rules of engagement for roio
promoting peace; calls for the pretection c
policing; and offers harst pohosmaens. fOup
promoted the Code to gang members nati onwi
awareness and preparing for revolution (St

The failure of the Code was |l ess in its a
t o pr odnottoe aadhhere to aspects of it himself.
to his adherence to “revolutionary manhoooc
“recourse to this image of Dblack mascul init
to sanctimomnh @maksmuppoown sexi sm, mi sogyny,
Mor eover, Tupac’s various feuds constantly
his own tenets. For instance, Tupac’ s wil |l

whom he had a brocderreilmthosskiopf| aset fwi't
Christopher Wa |l | aemh o (MN dhteo rbiloaunse dB—florG. hi s s

evidences Vaught and Keeling’s critigues of
i nability to respect women.

Nonet hel es s, Dyscsed cvaéwWsof oTumpamuaeven in
deems Tupac as “the conflicted metaphor of
failed agendas”’ (48). On the one hand, h e
Tupac’s material i st isc caonndp rhoendiosniinsgt ihci st ernaddeir
the other hand, he questions those who see

worst aspects of the Panthers (49).
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1. All new Jacks to the game must know: a) He’s going to get rich. b) He’s going to jail.
¢) He’s going to die.

2. Crew Leaders: You are responsible for legal/financial payment commitments to crew
members; your word must be your bond.

3. One crew’s rat is every crew’s rat. Rats are now like a disease; sooner or later we all
get it; and they should too.

4. Crew leader and posse should select a diplomat, and should work ways to settle
disputes. In unity, there is strength!

. Car jacking in our Hood is against the Code.
. Slinging to children is against the Code.
. Having children slinging is against the Code.

. No slinging in schools.

O 0 3 O W

. Since the rat Nicky Barnes opened his mouth; ratting has become accepted by some.
We’re not having it.

10. Snitches is outta here.

11. The Boys in Blue don’t run nothing; we do. Control the Hood, and make it safe for
squares.

12. No slinging to pregnant Sisters. That’s baby killing; that’s genocide!
13. Know your target, who’s the real enemy.

14. Civilians are not a target and should be spared.

15. Harm to children will not be forgiven.

16. Attacking someone’s home where their family is known to reside, must be altered or
checked.

17. Senseless brutality and rape must stop.

18. Our old folks must not be abused.

19. Respect our Sisters. Respect our Brothers.

20. Sisters in the Life must be respected if they respect themselves.

21.Military disputes concerning business areas within the community must be handled
professionally and not on the block.

22. No shooting at parties.

23. Concerts and parties are neutral territories; no shooting!

24. Know the Code; it’s for everyone.

25. Be areal ruff neck. Be down with the code of the Thug Life.

26. Protect yourself at all times.

Fiug2eTupac Shakur’'s Code of Thug Life (“Co
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I n an interviewndadi abt Dyisefng ryeancieye EBeygwn
as MosarbDeifcul ates the difficulties of bein
son of a former member of the Nation of | sl
how the weight of expeotvaetrinmentcowplived]| wianl
persecution resulted in a confused second
pur poses, had been abandoned (67). Tupac

abandopamentcul arly “e BAgackstsubbf s&wrl d.”
Bl ack ®aontHewitness this disconnectedness

“Ailn’t Al Peopl ki IYlomond®eopd eBl"ack Na:
A pivot al scene in the film underscores t
T  Chall a, —IKiikd malnlgewWak andan—pmanarkchss imefaor
ritual that involves ingesting the heart s
being buridad soi Wakamd astral traveling to
with the previous Black Panthers. However,
ritual, Kill monger does not meet with the
apartment i n NWRiobhu lwas fsadtah er. I'n a fl ashb:
with the ritual, young Eri k (Seth Carr) pl:
a pearbtslcwured Wakandan aircraft fly away. He
father has been killed.

The seeneshtihts to Killmonger’' s astral pr

where he opens—hosaetedtnwat!| tpaadfdoster of
Takes A Nation of Mi 198 &)nsahlbonnodod elv ellssl sBac
N’ Jobu’s revol uhte omarriyf ersatno fceosnttoai nfs a | et t
N’ Jobu questions his own identittyhe With th
| etter sugegeasetssu maktbdty lodveri k’s mot her, who
prison during t h-earfdnlasirsn ofpoernihnigs sscoennenso | o

I

him to be an observant War Dog. He foretel
same question one day. Erik turns to find
Eri ks adult projecatsospshittsesegoeafahilydws:
t hat becaubsfer ihceani sAmgar tc an, he may not be
Young Eri k does not understand, and N’ Jobu

asks Eri k why he does nondsry“Ewer body t @i
It s just | ife around here.” N Jobu sheds
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Erik to Wakanda sooner, and | aments their
Wakanda.

This scene is significaintt Hioghlsieggletralt Ire a
of di sconnect e dnleiskse tThuapta-ekidlelfrioor egnenh ims par e
his revolutionary birthright, and the | and
connections not only to Oaklraemdo lamntdi d hairsy t |
hippop of Tupac’'s era. l ndeed, giteem that vy
l' i ving in Oakland in 1992, it is highly I
al bafmacal ypad bewn released thermproiter year.
of Kill monger’s revolutionary plans were p

An earlier fl ashbackAfstceernebaienvgg agge dthiosre
T Chaka about his betrayal, N Jobu angrily

I observed for as |l ong assslascsowmlad.edTheir

Communities flooded with drugs and weapon

i ncarcerated. Al over the planet our pec

the tools to fight back. Wi th vibranium v

country anm MWakandhewma@l:Il O0OB:h@E®:rli3ght way.
Her e, N’ Jobu evidences a black national i st

Pant hers and perhaps more so to the New Af
tied its black nati oan.alKislnh ntoon gae rr eevxeprreenscsee Si
righteous indignation and black nationali s
T Challa in his throne room. He —f irst c hi
“Y'oall up here—ds vimé cesfaod afdiher sd.i alsipkoe
father did before T’'Chaka in Oakl and, Ki | |
weaponry so the oppressed can | i berate the
t hat it was not i n Wakanda’s pukriveew to ir
“But didn’t I|ife start right here on this
Hi s rhetorical question not only is refl ect
al so, |l i ke Tupac, a view of himselpf aas “a
for attaining justice (Seneca 88).

However, j ust as Tupac’s Code of Thug L

Progr am, so did Kill monger’'s plans for re
Takenat f ace value, N’ Jobu’' s ssédasotlsattteyd vocat ed
can be ruled by a benevolent nation. However, as Killmonger takes his place on the

throne, Killmonger commands his followers to dispense weapons so that the

oppressed can begin their revolution and, accordingly, the Wakandan empire. He
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finds an eager ally in W Kabi wh o, after hi
I mper i al guard Okoye (Danai Gurira) object
The outside world is catching up, and soon it will be the conquerors or the

conquer edbe It'hde rfaotrhneerr . Though not express
this absolute fits Killmonger’s “eye for e
Tupac never spoke of empire, at | east not

i n prison along with hd shigs ofwacws |firsam offi gef
justice to attaining vengeance. TOne the fin
Don Killuminati(l9a%e)-whheaphadhedraynged hi s a
“Makawvwekpréssed a kill or be killed mental
first track “Bomb First (My Second Reply),
l i st of enemies. Simjuatige Wbkl mongdr i & d
revenge. Unl i ke N Jobu, who believed Wakan
first sought vengeance against his i mmedia
Wa r Dogs abroad included muoderiag &abe ohi
retribution, not revolution.

| nBl ack ,ParKtihdermohge&e t he Panhhees and )
expresses any reverence for women; however
proved capable of harming themtaddiuantilhiezi
second scene in which he appear—swi tkhar |l i er |
the assistance of Kill moragteegdls d oWakandam
artifact from the Museum of Great Britain.
Pant kery,e,Oand Wakandan spy Nakia (Lupita N
Vi branium remains from the stolen artifact
they prepare to abscond to South Africa, K
the pilotnowht ok phawewere about to board,
who holds Linda at gunpoint. To get to KI a
who now is disposable to him. Il n a | ater s
the few heart sgdheaaypred whernb ss hien beaxiks at hi s
al |l

Thus, Like Huey P. Newt on and Tupac Shak

i deali st who unfortunately proves incapabl
shortcomi ngs. Howe Vfeat ¢ peleisloeg s hi Ki Irlemdnger
Wakanda c¢closer to actwualizing those ideal s
Oakl and, where T’'Challa and his sister Sh

apartment complex in which &l dobbahatdebbans
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purchases the building and plans to conve
Wakanda discards its policy of I sol ationi
l i berating capabilities.

Concl usi on

Shortly afBkbeackt Baentelemrnt gerde a't deat of di sc

especially regarding the film s framing of
Christopher Lebron offered the strongest ci
takes the film to task fortworééradi walewe
Il magi Rangse’chnol ogically advanced African
colonialism and the prospect of gl obal i b
receptacl e f ecri ttyr ogpaensg sdfer i s mér¢ and for Ki
redempti Blnack Panther’” 1 s Not The Movie We
Though mostly wvalid, Lebron’s article oV«
notably that though Kill monger does not re
i tsel f, t hat does notd nesana hree dsehnoputl idv en octh
Vi ewing Kill monger a-sasa interha sgawmigtsht eHu ay qR.

and Tupae gSlbpakwnmrg the difficulties of the
requires demeaning his revolomtitdreragy opoatdesn:

that he was a problematic figure. I't al so
possible while one |ives.

Al ong those | ines, Lebron fails to see tF
film achieves its effdrecttheeBleach Rantamerad |
To be <certain, the film is an i mperfect €
i mperfect organi zat+loinke Nomet Pahebeysthaed:
all ows viewers to iIimagine bonéat itohnealb esanut i

of fered byevdr ®anwdewsestl e with their tr
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